
197

THE OXFORD OPHTHALMOLOGICAL
CONGRESS, 1922.

THE thirteenth annual meeting of the Oxford

Ophthalmological Congress was held at Oxford on
July 6th to 8th, the extension of the meeting to a
third day being repeated because it had proved
popular last year. The proceedings took place in the
Department of Human Anatomy of the University
Museum, kindly lent for the purpose by Dr. Arthur
Thomson, Professor of Human Anatomy, whilst
Keble College was again available as headquarters
through the courtesy of its Warden, Rev. Dr. Kidd.
The meeting opened at 10.15 A.M. on Thursday,

and in the unavoidable absence of the Master, Mr.
Sydney Stephenson, the Deputy-Master, Mr. P. H.
Adams, of Oxford, occupied the chair, when a discus-
sion on the Significance of Retinal Haemorrhages
was opened by Dr. C. 0. Hawthorne (London) from
the point of view of the physician, and by Mr. P. H.
Adams from that of the ophthalmologist. The subject
was discussed by Mr. Ernest Clarke (London), Mr.
T. Harrison Butler (Leamington Spa), Dr. Lunds-
gaard (Copenhagen), Mr. R. Foster Moore (London),
Dr. A. G. Gibson (Oxford), Mr. N. C. Ridley
(Leicester), Mr. J. Jameson Evans (Birmingham),
Mr. D. Leighton Davies (Cardiff), Miss Marion
Gilchrist (Glasgow), Dr. W. Stobie (Oxford), -Mr.
Matheson Mackay (Hull), Dr. Thomson Henderson
(Nottingham), Mr. John Hern (Darlington), Mr.
Bernard Cridland (Wolverhampton), Mr., H. M.
Traquair (Edinburgh), and Mr. J. Gray Clegg
(Manchester).
At the conclusion of the discussion the annual

general meeting was held, when a resolution of deep
regret at the absence of the Master was unanimously
passed and a telegram to this effect was sent to him.
Mr. Bernard Cridland the hon. secretary, then

reported that the finances of the Congress were in a
satisfactory state and that 26 new members had been
elected during the year. It was decided to make a
second donation of ten guineas to the Illustration
Fund of the Ophthalmological Society of the United
Kingdom.

In the afternoon of Thursday. Mr. C. G. Russ AN’ood
(Shrewsbury) read a paper on the Comparative Value
of Artificial Illuminants embodying some valuable
original work by him on the subject, and Mr. T.
Stewart Barrie (Glasgow) drew attention in a paper
entitled the Spontaneous Cure of Strabismus Con-
vergens to the diminution and not infrequently the
disappearance of squint in children as shown by
statistics obtained in school clinics between the ages
of 5 and 14. Discussion followed both papers, and
the session concluded with a paper from Mr. Gray Clegg
in which he gave his impressions of an International
Congress of Ophthalmology held in Washington in
April last, recording interesting experiences of various
clinical centres in the United States and Canada.
At the close of the afternoon session a garden

party was held at New College, while the annual
dinner took place at Keble College.
On Friday morning the Doyne Memorial Lecture

was delivered by Dr. J. Burdon-Cooper (Bath), the
subject being the Etiology of Cataract. After a
fitting tribute to the late Robert W. Doyne, founder
of the Congress, Dr. Burdon-Cooper reviewed the work
already published by various authors on the subject,
and then described his own researches in this field
upon which he has been engaged since 1906. The
sense of the meeting was that Dr. Burdon-Cooper was
to be congratulated upon a valuable contribution to
the investigation of the causes of cataract in its
various forms. Dr. Burdon-Cooper was then pre-
sented with the Doyne Memorial Medal of the year.

Mr. A. L. Whitehead (Leeds) described some cases
of eclipse amblyopia and their after-history, and
Mr. A. L. MacCallan (Cairo) referred to the occurrence
of trachoma of the lacrymal sac, whilst a paper on the

dry sterilisation of instruments by Dr. C. F. Bentzen
(Copenhagen) concluded the morning session.

In the afternoon of Friday members assembled at
the Oxford Eye Hospital, where Sir Anderson Critchett
opened a discussion on methods of operating for
cataract. In an interesting address he reviewed the
operations of the past and. referring to the various
procedures in vogue at the present time, urged
eclecticism in operating as being of the first impor-
tance. Dr. Lundsgaard described a sub-conjunctival
method of extracting cataract which he had found
of good service in a number of cases. Lieut.-Colonel
H. Smith, C.I.E., I.M.S., late of Amritsar, spoke on
the intracapsular method as performed by Dr.

Barraquer, of Barcelona, and discussed the subject in
general. Mr. Harrison Butler, Mr. C. Killick (Brad-
ford), and Mr. Cridland referred to the value of
cutting a bridge of conjunctiva in making the
section and gave their experience of cases. The

subject was further discussed by Mr. E. E. Maddox
(Bournemouth), Mr. Johnson Taylor (Norwich), and
Mr. A. H. H. Sinclair (Edinburgh).
On Saturday morning papers were read by Mr..

Gray Clegg on Bilateral Symmetrical Congenital
Korectopia and Melanosis of the Eye, Skin, and
Palate ; by Mr. A. S. Percival (Newcastle-on-’1’yne) on
(1) a Note on Light Sense, and (2) a Neglected Factor
in the aetiology of Coal-miners’ Nystagmus ; by
Mr. Harrison Butler on Changes in Refraction,
a contribution which met with discussion; and by
Mr. A. Greene (Norwich), who described a useful point
in squint operations, and, secondly, a case of foreign.
body in the lens.

In the Scientific Museum Mr. J. H. Tomlinson
(London) exhibited a transillumination lamp with a
rheostat to run from the main, and some interesting
pathological specimens were shown by Mr. R. J.
Coulter (Newport), Mr. N. Pike (Cheltenham), and
Mr. Cridland. In the Commercial Museum a large
collection of ophthalmic apparatus and instruments
was on view.
The meeting was highly successful and well attended,

and amongst members from overseas were Dr.
Lundsgaard, Prof. Fritz Ask (Lund, Sweden), Dr.
Bentzen, and Dr. Saunte (Odense, Denmark).

THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF
THE HISTORY OF MEDICINE.

THIS Congress was opened on July ]7th at the
House of the Royal Society of Medicine by Lord
Onslow, who, after briefly reviewing the outstanding.
landmarks in the history of medicine from the days
of Hippocrates, spoke of the modern widespread
application of the principles of preventive medicine..
These now embraced all aspects of public health,
including international cooperation in questions of
health. The foreign delegates were then presented,
after which an address was given by Dr. Charles
Singer, President of the Congress.
The President spoke of the advantages of such a

Congress as this in bringing men into contact with
their colleagues working on similar lines. It also
helped in penetrating behind those differences in
mode of thought and approach which are of national
origin, differences which are a greater bar to inter-
course and a more fruitful source of misunderstanding
than any differences of language. The real curse of
Babel was not on men’s tongues, but on their cerebral
hemispheres. The history of medicine was something
far more than a diversion or recreation ; it was an
important humane and philosophical discipline which
covered a good half of the field of what is known as
the history of science. Although the history of art,
philosophy, theology, and of most other subjects
found some place in our academic curricula, that of &pound;
science had been alwavs omitted. Yet science was
of all subjects the one that was changing most
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rapidly. The thought of our age was separated from
that of previous ages by the doctrine of evolution,
which had done at least as much to stimulate the
studies of the historian as to guide the researches of
the biologist. The whole of evolutionary teaching
might be summed up in the phrase that organic
products are the outcome of their history, and can
only be understood when their history is known.
No great system such as that of modern medicine
could be understood without reference to its past.
The political history of civilisation had always formed
the main topic of school and university education,
yet the study of the conditions which had made that
civilisation possible, the origin and development of
scientific thought, had until recently been neglected.

Dr. Singer pro-ceeded to discuss the achievements in
the department of the History of Medicine of some of
the more eminent exponents of the subject in this
country, including their President of Honour, Sir
Norman Moore, and Sir Clifford Allbutt, as showing
that first-class historical work could be produced in
the intervals of a busy professional life. He referred
also to the two other active exponents of the history
of medicine, Sir D’Arcy Power and Mr. W. G. Spencer,
to whose efforts the holding of this Congress was
largely due. Their work had demonstrated the
humane and educational value of the history of
medicine. The need for special teachers of this
subject had become apparent, and he hoped that
before the Congress met again this need would be
more adequately and more widely met throughout
the civilised world.

Afternoon Session.
The afternoon session was held at the Royal College

of Physicians. Sir Humphry Rolleston, welcoming
the members of the Congress, conveyed the good
wishes of Sir Norman Moore, formerly Harveian
Librarian and President of the College, whose promi-
nent part in promoting the study of medical history
in this country had been appropriately recognised by
his position as President of Honour of the Congress.
Sir Humphry Rolleston recalled that Linacre,
perhaps the most learned man of his time, obtained
the Royal Charter for the College of Physicians on
Sept. 23rd, 1518, from Henry VIII. at a time when
medicine was little more than a mechanical art and
there were no societies, other than religious founda-
tions, solely devoted to the pursuit of knowledge.
Linacrp, anxious to raise the standard of medicine,
modelled the College on the lines of the Italian
Universities, Bologna and Padua ; and accordingly
the early Fellows of the College were learned men first
and then physicians, medicine being one branch only
of knowledge. The history of the College was then
briefly sketched. During the first 100 years it met in
Linacre’s house in Knight Rider-street, and during
this period John Caius, the founder of the science of
anatomy in this country, did much for the College
and was one of its great names. In 1614 the College
moved to Amen Court, and Harvey, as Lumleian
Lecturer, demonstrated the circulation of the blood ;
but the College was burnt down in the fire of 1666,
and thus lost Harvey’s museum and nearly the whole
of its library. From 1669 to 1825 the College was in
Warwick-lane, in a building designed by Sir
Christopher Wren, the dome of which was described
by Garth as 

" 
a golden globe placed high with artful

skill, seems, to the distant sight, a gilded pill." This
period of the College was notable for its distinguished
Fellows : Sir Hans Sloane, President of the Royal
Society, whose collections formed the basis of the
British Museum; Mead; Garth, the author of " The
Dispensary " ; Arbuthnot, who invented the character
of " John Bull " ; Freind, the historian ; Sir George
Baker, who discovered that lead caused the Devonshire
colic ; Matthew Baillie, " the first medical writer to
treat morbid anatomy as a subject by itself " ;
W. Heberden, of " the Commentaries " ; and Thomas
Young, who described the undulatory theory of light.
In 1825, under the auspices of Sir H. Halford,
President for 24 years, the College was installed in its

present house, and since then among its eminent
Fellows the names of Richard Bright, Addison, and
Thomas Watson are prominent.

Dr. Arnold Chaplin, the Harveian Librarian, then
gave an account of the library, enumerating some of
the special treasures contained in it, and commenting
on the fact that every branch of learning was
represented therein.

IMPERIAL CANCER RESEARCH FUND.

THE twentieth annual report of this Fund was
presented at the annual meeting on July 19th. It
was announced that the gift from Lord Athelstan of
22000 a year for 10 years is to be allocated to an
extension of the investigations on the infective
sarcomata (dogs and fowls) with a view to defining the
difference between these and true neoplasms. The
donation of 24000 from Mr. and Mrs. Todman’ will be
available at the end of this month. The free-
masonry between workers in research laboratories
is shown by the fact that the Director has supplied
material during the year to workers in Glasgow,
Leicester, Vienna, Amsterdam, Buenos Aires, and to
other laboratories in London.

Dr. J. A. Murray, Director of the laboratories, in
his report gives a considered account of the work
published during the past year and of its bearing on
the main problems awaiting solution.

Vitamins and Cancer.

On the important work of Dr. W. Cramer and Dr.
A. H. Drew in collaboration with Dr. J. 0. Mottram
(of the Radium Institute), dealing with the function
of the lymphocyte and lymphoid tissue in nutrition,
we commented at the time of its publication in
THE LANCET. 2 Since then these workers have con-
tinued their studies on vitamin deficiency in investi-
gating. the effect of A-vitamin deficiency in rats, and
have presented their results to the Royal Society. 3
Just as the diminution in lymphocytes measures the
effects of B-vitamin deficiency,deprivation of A-vitamin
is associated with a progressive diminution of blood-
platelets. The infections, characterised by the presence
of micro-organisms non-pathogenic to normally-fed
animals, which an animal on a deficiency diet
is so liable to contract, clear up rapidly on the
addition of A-vitamin to the food, and the number of
platelets returns to normal or even higher than
normal. If the platelets for any reason do not increase
in number, the general condition does not improve and
the local infections do not regress. The Director
points out that a parallel has been elicited between
A-vitamin deficiency and prolonged, repeated exposure
to the gamma radiation of radium. Here, however,
the concomitant effect on the number of lymphocytes
necessitates careful spacing and dosage, to avoid the
acute symptoms which accompany this blood change.
The progressive diminution in the platelets thus
induced is accompanied by the symptoms character-
istic of A-vitamin deficiency. Dr. Mottram’s studies,
experimental and clinical, go to show that the aplastic
anaemia of X ray and radium workers is secondary
to these changes in the lymphocytes and platelets, and
is probably the consequence of similar infections with
relatively non-pathogenic organisms.
On the question of the possible influence of A-vitamin

deficiency on cancer the Director reports as follows :-
Repeated attempts have been made to ascertain whether

A-vitamin deficiency has any influence on the growth of
malignant tumours. Unfortunately it is difficult to keep
animals alive for any length of time after a severe degree of
this deficiency has been established. In the experiments
carried out so far the tumours take in the same percentage
as in the control animals and grow progressively, even when
the rats are moribund. The enhanced liability to otherwise
innocuous bacteria frequently ends these experiments

1 THE LANCET, 1922, i., 1111.
2 THE LANCET, 1921, ii., 1202 and 1228.

3 THE LANCET, 1922, i., 1006.


